


Edenbridge Medical Practice:  Practice privacy notice

Edenbridge Medical Practice has a legal duty to explain how we use any personal information we collect about you, as a registered patient at the practice.  Staff at this practice maintain records about your health and the treatment you receive in electronic and paper format.  

Open SAFELY
NHS England has been directed by the government to establish and operate the OpenSAFELY COVI-19 and the Open SAFELY Data Analytics Service. These services provide a secure environment that supports research, clinical audit service evaluation and health surveillance for COVID-19 and other purposes.

Each GP practice remains the controller of its own patient data but is required to let approved users run queries on pseudonymised patient data. This means identifiers are removed are replaced with a pseudonym. 
Only approved users are allowed to run these queries, and they will not be able to access information that directly or indirectly identifies individuals.
Patients who do not wish their data to be used as part of this process can register a type 1opt put their GP.    

What information do we collect about you?
We will collect information such as personal details, including name, address, next of kin, records of appointments, visits, telephone calls, your health records, treatment and medications, test results, X-rays, etc. and any other relevant information to enable us to deliver effective medical care.

How we will use your information
Your data is collected for the purpose of providing healthcare services; however, we can disclose this information if it is required by law, if you give consent or if it is justified in the public interest. The practice may be requested to support research; however, we will always gain your consent before sharing your information.

In accordance with the Health and Social Care Act 2012, the care data programme enabled patient data to be collected by the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) for quality and safety purposes. In addition, it is possible for us to share your data with other healthcare providers in order to provide you with a high level of care.

Maintaining confidentiality and accessing your records
We are committed to maintaining confidentiality and protecting the information we hold about you. We adhere to the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA), General Data Protection Regulation May 2018 [GDPR]; the NHS Codes of Confidentiality and Security, as well as guidance issued by the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). You have a right to the information we hold about you, and if you would like to access this information, you will need to complete a Subject Access Request (SAR). Please ask at reception for a SAR form and you will be given further information.

Risk stratification
Risk stratification is a mechanism used to identify and subsequently manage those patients deemed as being at high risk of requiring urgent or emergency care. Usually this includes patients with long-term conditions, e.g. cancer. Your information is collected by a number of sources, including Edenbridge Medical Practice; this information is processed electronically and given a risk score which is relayed to your GP who can then decide on any necessary actions to ensure that you receive the most appropriate care.



Opt-outs
Should you wish to opt out of data collection, please contact a member of staff who will be able to explain how you can opt out and prevent the sharing of your information; this is done by registering a Type 1 opt-out, preventing your information from being shared outside this practice. 

What to do if you have any questions
Should you have any questions about our privacy policy or the information we hold about you, you can:
1. Contact us via email at admin.edenbridge@nhs.net
1. Write to the practice at Edenbridge Medical Practice, Station Road, Edenbridge TN8 5ND

Changes to our privacy policy
We regularly review our privacy policy and any updates will be published on our website, in our newsletter and on posters to reflect the changes. This policy is to be reviewed May 2019 

[bookmark: _GoBack]REVIEWED July 2024



